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Message from the Chaplains on the School’s Birthday  -  Luke 1:26-28 

Dear Parents 

Frederick Buechner, in his book Peculiar Treasures, wrote about Mary’s encounter with the Angel Gabriel: 

“She struck the angel Gabriel as hardly old enough to have a child at all, let alone this child, but he’d been entrusted 

with a message to give her and he gave it. He told her what the child was to be named, and who he was to be, and 

something about the mystery that was to come upon her. ‘You mustn’t be afraid, Mary,’ he said. And as he said it, he 

only hoped she wouldn’t notice that beneath the great, golden wings, he himself was trembling with fear to think that 

the whole future of creation hung now on the answer of a girl.” 

The future of all creation hung on the answer of a girl. Imagine all the angels gathered around, looking down, holding 

their collective breath. “What will she say? Will she do it? C’mon, Mary, say yes!” Because they all know the way God 

works is only by allowing people freely to answer “yes.” 

Freedom of choice, the exercise of free will, has always been at the top of God’s priority list when it comes to           

interaction with human beings. God would never force a “yes” from anyone, would never trick anyone into a response 

of love, would never make obedience the best choice if people didn’t truly have the option of disobedience as well. 

That’s the way God has been from the beginning. God would even allow people to continue in their own                   

disobedience, turn them over to their own ideas of how to make their own way, to get their own way, to find          

themselves in the prison of their own designs, hit bottom if necessary, if only to give them a firm place from which to 

say, “Okay, yes. Your will be done.” 

God respects our freedom and has ever since the Garden of Eden. If it weren’t so, God wouldn’t have to come up 

with new ways to reach out to people, to ask them again and again to say yes – freely say yes to God. And now those 

ways had culminated in this moment, when an angel stands before a young girl, answering her questions, his knees 

knocking together, trying to keep the quiver out of his voice, as he and all the angelic host and even God wait. Will she 

do it? Will she say, “Yes”? 

We know the answer Mary gave: “Here am I, the servant of the Lord. Let it be with me according to your word.” 

Here am I, the servant of the Lord. With this answer, all the heavens rejoice, and the plan is set in motion that would 

cause a new light to shine in the darkness, new hope, new peace, new freedom. And Mary’s answer gives words for us 

too. These are words that change everything. 

On our School Birthday, in unprecedented and challenging times, we hear about how to prepare for the coming of 

the Lord, how to become more and more the disciple – the follower of Christ – we are called to be. Every birthday 

should include gifts, and the gifts given to us to us this year are: opportunities for reflection, for recognizing and healing 

past hurts, for turning away from things and people and ways of life and behaviour that keep us from drawing close to 

God who is always rushing to meet us, whether we acknowledge it or not.  

The gift for us in Mary’s encounter with Gabriel is the gift of commitment, of turning toward God and making the    

commitment to offer ourselves as no less than the servants of God, to say, with Mary, our own “yes”: “Here am I, the 

servant of the Lord.” Mary, this impossibly young girl, ponders and asks and wonders, and then says the words that 

change the world forever: “Here am I, the servant of the Lord,” and the world has never ever been the same. 

Mary would give birth to the one who would make service, even at the risk of life itself, a way of life. She would give 

birth to the one, in the words of our Prayer Book, “in whose service is perfect freedom.” The name of Mary’s baby was 

Jesus. In Hebrew, his name is Yeshua, which means, “God liberates.” God brings freedom. 

When we are willing to serve God and do what God asks of us, it is liberating. When we can stop asking, “What’s in it 

for me? How does this help me? What can I get out of it? What have you done for me lately?” then we will know    

freedom. When we are freed from all attempts to be self-important and self-serving, we can be truly freed – freed for 

service, for purpose, for meaning. 

God works with groups and communities like our school in this way as well. God asks specific things of particular      

communities, gives them particular gifts and opportunities, and only asks that we answer “yes”. Sometimes it’s through 

a group like St Mary’s DSG that we will be asked to help a group answer “yes” to God’s call. 

Either way, we don’t need to find new words. These will do: “Here am I, the servant of the Lord.” 



2 

 

If she believes in herself…she will fly. 

#StrongerTogether 
St Mary’s DSG  

Newsletter 

11  
September  

2020 

Senior School  

Important dates for the week of 14-18 September:  

 16 September   Grade 9 & 10 parent teacher meetings 

 16 September    Grade 11 IEB Life Sciences PAT 

 17 September    Grade 8 parent teacher meetings 

Grade 11 Leadership camp: Spirit of Adventure  

St Mary’s DSG played host to Oliver and his amazing team from 

‘Spirit of Adventure’, Magaliesburg on the 4th September.  

The Grade 11s would have normally attended a 4 day         

Leadership camp at the end of Term 2, but sadly, that was not 

meant to be this year. It was, however, felt that the girls should 

not entirely miss out on the vital skills and teambuilding that is 

normally addressed during this camp. So we arranged a ‘Covid 

friendly’, one day intensified version of the camp on campus. 

The Grade 11 girls arrived early on Friday morning, and were 

split into teams, before receiving an insightful talk, breaking 

down the steps of effective leadership. Equipped with this new 

knowledge, the girls then had to complete various activities. 

Much fun was had on the go-karts, as well as in the problem-

based team building exercises to name but a few. 

We even managed to accommodate our girls who were not 

able to be on campus in online sessions….so no one was left 

out. 

“This camp was one of the most fulfilling camps I’ve ever        

experienced. It challenged me not only as an individual, but 

more so as a team member.” Sike Pahlana 

“I was reminded about how caring, resilient and passionate my 

peers are.” Hannah Palane 

“Camp showed me that you don’t have to have a title of a 

leader to lead, it’s all about leading as a team.” Nolitha 

Dlambewu 

“The camp really helped me reconnect with my peers after 

lockdown. I cannot wait for next year to see how much we 

grow as a grade.” Cameron Jansen van Rensburg 

“I was reminded that everyday is an opportunity to be a leader. 

Leadership and being a leader is not only about carrying a 

badge or title. It is to motivate, uplift and serve your sisters and 

community as a whole.” Nyeleti Rikhotso 

“I learnt about my strengths and weaknesses, I managed to get 

out of my comfort zone in a way that was both educational 

and fun. And all of this was done in a matter of hours!” Natalia 

Maina 

 

Date Day 
Grade who may 

choose to return to 

School 

Grades only offered 

online schooling 

14 Sept 10 Grade 10, 11, 12 Grade 8 and 9 

15 Sept 1 Grade 9, 11, 12 Grade 8 and 10 

16 Sept 2 Grade 8, 11, 12 Grade 9 and 10 

17 Sept 3 Grade 10, 11, 12  Grade 8 and 9 

18 Sept 4 Grade 9, 11, 12 Grade 8 and 10 

21 Sept 5 Grade 8, 11, 12 Grade 9 and 10 

22 Sept 6 Grade 10, 11, 12 Grade 8 and 9 

23 Sept 7 Grade 9, 11, 12 Grade 8 and 10 

24 Sept   Public Holiday   

25 Sept   School Holiday   
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Junior School  

We are looking forward to welcoming all our Grade 0-3 girls back at school (onsite) from Monday—Friday as from 

Monday, 14 September.  Parents must please familiarise themselves with the information regarding Aftercare, 

packed lunches, hats, extramural activities, etc. in the communication posted on the D6 Communicator on 

Thursday, 10 September.  

 

School  

hours:  

 

 

Grade 4-7  

Onsite Days 

 

 

 

 Aftercare:  Aftercare will be available for girls onsite until 17h00.  

 Grade 4-7 to complete the attendance forms weekly before 18h00 on Fridays.  

 Lunch: Please remember to pack extra lunch and snacks for aftercare as cooked lunch will not be 

 available. Girls are not allowed to go to the tuckshop.  

 Hats: Spring has sprung and with the hotter weather the girls need to wear their hats when they are 

 outside during break or PE lessons. Hats must be clearly marked, and your daughter must keep it in 

 her bag when she is not wearing it.   

 Devices: Grade 0-3 do not need to bring their devices to school as the school iPads will be available 

 if necessary. Grade 4-7 Programmes on iPads and laptops need to be updated and devices need to 

 be charged at home.  

 Cellphones: No cellphones are allowed in Junior School for all grades.   

 Blazers:  No blazers may be worn to school until further notice due to Covid-19 regulations. 

 

  Junior School Proposed November Exam Timetable  

 
Screening /Arrival  

Grade 0 - 7 
End of school day 

Grade 0 
End of school day  

Grade 1-3 
End of school day  

Grade 4-7 

Monday—Thursday 07h00—07h50 12h30 13h30 14h00 

Friday  07h00—07h50 12h30 13h15 13h15 

  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

14 – 18 Sept Gr 4,6 Gr 5,7 Gr 4,6 Gr 5,7 Gr 4,6 

21 – 25 Sept Gr 4,6 Gr 5,7 Gr 4,6 Public Holiday School  Holiday 

28 Sept-2 Oct Gr 4,6 Gr 5,7 Gr 4,6 Gr 5,7 Gr 5,7 

5 – 9 Oct Gr 4,6 Gr 5,7 Gr 4,6 Gr 5,7 Gr 4,6 

12 – 15 Oct Gr 4,6 Gr 5,7 Gr 4,6 Gr 5,7 Half Term 

Exam Timetable Time Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 

Wed     4 Nov 10:30 – 12:00 
  

FAL   

Thurs   5 Nov 10:30 – 12:00 
  

English 

Fri        6 Nov 10:30 – 12:00 FAL NS 

Mon     9 Nov 10:30 – 12:00    English   

Tues   10 Nov 10:30 – 12:00 English   Maths 

Wed    11Nov 10:30 – 12:00   Maths Geography 

Thurs  12 Nov 10:30 – 12:00 Maths   History 

Fri       13 Nov 10:30 – 12:00   NS FAL 
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 Performing Arts Centre  -  Mrs Celia Burger 

The following article was published on the website of  

the University of Pretoria under School of the Arts: Music 

Why do we study Music?  

This is actually a relatively easy question to answer. 

 

The study of music is in essence a truly purposeful and    

rewarding venture. The interconnectedness of consistent 

discipline, efficient communication, dedicated focus, and 

innate creativity that music study requires, decidedly  assist 

in the pursuit of excellence in the student’s immediate and 

future endeavours, as well as to the benefit of the global 

society at large. 

 

Research has quantitatively proven that studying music 

contributes to the development and enrichment of intrinsic             

self-esteem, critical cognitive and mental skills,                

collaboration capabilities, socio-cultural consciousness, 

and levels of  individual achievement. 

 

Music is a great way to instil discipline. Ask any musician 

and they will concur that the disciplined process of      

mastering your instrument or singing voice is one of the 

most satisfying tangible ways in attaining perfection. This is 

true not only for you personally as a practitioner and      

creator of your art form but it applies to all aspects of your 

life and as a citizen of the world. 

 

You might be accustomed to the dictum that music is an 

omniscient and universal language. This is a truism that 

cannot be underestimated. It has the power to               

proverbially speak louder than words. In fact, it is a        

language of the soul and has the capability to personify 

emotions. Music therefore offers a channel to manifest our 

ontological emotions in the expression and enactment of 

optimal creative excellence. 

 

Music is also a great platform for promoting teamwork and 

collaboration. Sharing your own talent in combination with 

your fellow musician’s capabilities is a noble undertaking. 

The dynamic possibilities, plethora of artistic combinations 

and groups vary immensely; they are numerous and      

unlimited. It is a sure way to foster a sense of community 

and solidarity, as well as building a sound foundation for 

social capital and interaction. 

 

Practising and performing music as an art form, informed 

by your particular worldview and persuasions is a unique 

way to form, develop, share and influence your environs. It 

offers a conduit through which we can construct new    

angles of interpreting existing genres, craft innovative 

methods of praxis and theory, as well as producing and 

imparting relevant and impactful new knowledge. 

 

- Author Prof. Theo van Wyk 

Published by James Paradza 

Parent Feedback on Junior School Wellness 

Window Activities  ~  The Counselling Centre  

Dear Parents,  

In this week’s Wellness Window, we discussed the topic of 

communication. The Grade 0 – 4 learners focussed on what       

communication is, how and why we communicate. This theme 

will also be extended next week.  

The Grade 5 - 7 learners were led to think about how and why 

we communicate, the different ways we can express ourselves 

in the world today, and non-verbal and verbal types of         

communication. They then reflected on the ways in which 

they feel they communicate well, and areas where they           

perhaps struggle to communicate effectively.  

You can focus on increasing the effectiveness of                        

communication in your own home by intentionally                         

emphasising the following aspects of communication in your 

family: 

St Mary’s DSG  ~  School Shop Hours 
 

 

Monday - Friday:  

07h00—08h00 and 13h00—15h00  

 

2nd hand shop hours: 

Monday—Friday:  

07h00—08h00 and 14h00—15h00 by appointment only.  

Please phone Ms Antoinet Makuwa to schedule an    

appointment   

 072 272 5221 
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2020 TERM 3 CALENDAR—Important Dates 

Whole School   

7-18 September Trinity Music examinations in the PAC Hall 

24-25 September Public holiday (Heritage Day) and School holiday 

29 September Grade 0-12 Virtual Community Prayers 

15-20 October Midterm 

27 November Final Assemblies 

Junior School 

22 & 29 September Grade 7 Design Exhibition 

6-13 November Grade 5-7 Exams 

13 November Grade 0 Concert 

19 November Grade 7 Leavers function (17h00) 

26 November Prizegivings 

27 November JS Final Assembly 

Senior School 

21 September Grade 11 & 12 parent teacher meetings 

1 October Career Day (online) 

5 October 
Grade 12 parents and girls – Prizegiving in the            

Diocesan Hall (11h30 – 13h00) 

29 October Grade 10 & 11 Exams start 

05 November Grade 8 & 9 Exams start 

 

 

2021  

CALENDAR 

 

P l e a s e  b e        

advised that the 

half term dates 

for the Trinity 

Term (Term 2) 

are still to be            

confirmed.  

Term 1 (53 days) 

Start Wednesday 13 January 

Close Wednesday 31 March 

Half Term 
CLOSE Thursday 25 February (12h00) 

RETURN Tuesday 2 March 

Public Holidays Sunday 21 March (Human Rights Day) 

  Monday 22 March (Public Holiday) 
  

Term 2 (68 days) 

Start Wednesday 28 April 

Close Friday 6 August 

Half Term CLOSE Friday 11 June (normal time) 

  RETURN Monday 21 June 
      

Term 3 (62 days) 

Start Tuesday 7 September 

Close Wednesday 1 December 

Half Term CLOSE Thursday 21 October (12h00) 

  RETURN Tuesday 26 October 

Public Holidays Friday 24 September (Heritage Day) 

Junior School  

Pastoral Matters 

Class or Form Teacher  

 

Academic Matters   

Intersen Phase (Grade 4-7)  

Deputy of Academics 

Mrs L Whitelaw                         

lwhitelaw@stmarys.pta.school.za 

 

Academic Matters 

Foundation Phase (Grade 0-3)  

Acting Head of Foundation Phase    

Mrs F Pienaar 

fpienaar@stmarys.pta.school.za 

Boarding 

Operational Matters—Boarding Office  

Mrs A Lotter           

alotter@stmarys.pta.school.za 

Mrs C Victor                                                

cvictor@stmarys.pta.school.za 

Pastoral Matters—Senior House Mother  

Mrs P Pinker 

ppinker@stmarys.pta.school.za 

CHANNELS OF COMMUNICATION 

Senior School  

Pastoral Matters  
 

Grade 8 – Mrs B Fineberg 

bfineberg@stmarys.pta.school.za 
 

Grade 9 – Mrs A Ras 

aras@stmarys.pta.school.za 
 

Grade 10 – Miss A Watson 

awatson@stmarys.pta.school.za 
 

Grade 11 – Mrs S Stone 

sstone@stmarys.pta.school.za 
 

Grade 12 – Miss J Brown 

jbrown@stmarys.pta.school.za 
 

Academic Matters    

Vice-principal of Academics 

Mrs J Miller                                                   

jmiller@stmarys.pta.school.za 
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